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We held the 3rd Fraser Valley Mini-Meet on Saturday, April 13, 2019 at Columbia Bible 
College in Abbotsford. The facility would easily accommodate 30 guests in a meeting room 
with tables and chairs, plus a ceiling-mounted projector, to which a laptop computer can 
be connected. We educated the 7 guests with several hands-on and lecture-style 
activities. Although the turnout of 7 members from 42 in the subdivision was rather 
disappointing, but it does represent a 16% turnout.  
 
Larry provided pre-painted freight cars and decal sets (graciously provided by Al Ferguson 
of Black Cat Decals in Winnipeg), and guided the guests in applying the decals to the 
freight car each chose, using Microscale Micro Set decal-setting solution. 
 
While the decals dried, Victor Gilbert presented his clinic on DCC Fundamentals. 
 
A short lunch break was had, with many of the guests choosing to partake of the on-site 
cafeteria’s pancake brunch. 
 
After brunch, we sprayed the dried, decaled cars with matte finish. While we waited for the 
finish to dry, Victor presented his clinic on mobile decoders and using DecoderPro to 
program locomotives. 
 
The final activity was to use Pan Pastels and Bragdon Weathering Powders to apply some  
weathering to the newly decal cars. 
 
The Chilliwack Model Railway Club continues to develop its N-scale modular layout based 
on NMRA standards. They attend as many events as they are able, and were recently at 
the Mt. Cheam Lions Train and Hobby Show in Chilliwack. 
 
Coldslap Free-mo, also based in Chilliwack, continues to develop its HO-scale modular 
layout fully compliant with the North American Free-mo standards. In June 2018 they 
sponsored the annual BC Free-mo Meet in Chilliwack. The event attracted participants 
from as far away as Calgary, Quesnel, Washington and Idaho. All enjoyed the two-day 
weekend run. 
 
Anyone with an interest in pursuing the Free-mo concept is welcome to visit 
www.coldslapfreemo.org/welcome.htm and/or to contact the group. The group will be 
pleased to mentor anyone with a strong interest in Free-mo. They are undertaking a foray 
into signalling in accordance with the California MSS signal system, and plan to have all 
modules operational very soon. 
 
The Chilliwack Model Railway Club and Coldslap Free-mo have just returned from the 
Mount Cheam Lions Hobby and Train Show, which was another successful show. 
However, the Lions Club has decided this was their last show. Many are hoping some 
other group will step in to fill the loss. 
 

http://www.coldslapfreemo.org/welcome.htm


I invite all model railroaders in the Fraser Valley area to send me news, photos and 
updates on their activities; digital submissions only please. I am always looking for 
something interesting for this report. I can be contacted at sebelley@shaw.ca. 
 
 
Larry Sebelley 
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